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Ch'ang Te now entered the country called Ma-a,?2* where the people (in winter) are used to put horses to sledges, and carry heavy "burdens in this manner from station to station, going very quickly. It is reported that the Ki-li-ld-sd (Kirghizes ; see note 262) instead of horses use dogs (for drawing sledges).824
On the 24th of the second month (March 18) CKang Te passed between the two mountains I-tu^ The ground there was level and the population numerous. The country was intersected in all directions by canals, which irrigated the fields. Numerous ancient walls and other rums were seen. The people said that in former times the IC'i-tan dwelt there.826 Ctfang Te calculated that this country was j 5,000 li distant from Ho-lin (ELarakorum).827 In the neighbourhood there is a river called Yi-yun; it
333 It id difficult to say what country is intended by Mfra., perhaps Maiar-an-nahar, by which term the Mohammedan authors understand what we call Trcmsoxiana, the countries beyond (east of) the Oxus. Mavar-an-nahar, in Arabic, has also the meaning " transfluvialis " Properly only the land between the Oxus (Djihun) and the laxartes (Sihun) was called so, whilst the countries east of the Sihun were comprised m the general name of Turkestan. But d'Herbelot ("Bibl. Orient.," art. "Sihoun") observes, that the Mohammedan authors very often confounded Turkestan with Mavar-an-nahar.
824 Although snowfall IB not uncommon in Turkestan, and masses of snow in winter he in the mountains there, I do not believe that in the countries Oh'ang Te passed through sledges have ever been made use of. As to dog-sledges, M. Polo (11. 480) mentions them as in use in the dominions of King Oonchi (Siberia), and Schildberger (beginning of fifteenth century ) in Xbvr-siUr. The Kirghizes in the thirteenth century dwelt on the Irtyah and the Upper Yenissei
328 Colonel Yule m his "Cathay" (ccxiii.), written in 1866, when good maps of Turkestan did not yet exist, asks whether Itu of the Chinese travellers may perhaps mean the two parallel ranges called Ala-tagh. Ch'ang Te's way lay indeed, as that of Ch'ang ch'un (see note 185), along the northern slope of the Alatau, north of Issikul lake, and crossed it in the Kas-fc&pass, and then came to the river Chu, which runs there in a broad valley between the Alatau and the Alexander ranges
326 As regards the JSCi-tan or Karakhitai and their settlements on the Ohu river, see notes 22, 179, and 185.
337 One of my editions has 5000 U, which would bo near the truth.
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